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Purpose

Ä Preservation plan -

immediate and 

long -term 

preservation tasks 
and goals  

Ä Interpretation of 

the siteõs 
significance to the 

architecture of 

racial segregation 

in South Carolina 

State Parks 



Segregation at Poinsett

Ä òNegro Company 4475ó ð3 

months at Poinsett 

Ä arrived September 1935

Ä reassigned November 

1935 

Ä Poinsettõs lake became 

point of contention for 

Sumterõs white community 

and the reinforcement of 

segregation

Aerial View of Poinsett State Park Lake, 

Open Parks Network



Integration at Poinsett

Ä 1940 ðAfrican American 

community barred from 

hosting picnic at Poinsett

Ä Possible early challenge 

to the legality of the 

segregated parks system

ÄòConfidentially, the negro 

problem is one which 

worries us quite a good 

deal. Legally, we probably 

have no right to keep them 

off a public area but we 

have been able to handle 

the problem in the past by 

a little tactfulnessé as well 

as a little bluff. ó 

Letter of R.A. Walker to Francis Marion 

Dwight, 7 August 1940, Records of the 

State Commission of Forestry, (SCDAH)



Barn/Segregated Servantsõ Quarters

(right): 1941 State Forestry Commissionõs Report on 
Summer Program ð

òServantõs Quarters Constructed This Yearó 

(left): West and South Elevations



South Carolina Forestry Commission architectural plans



South Carolina Forestry Commission architectural plans



Preservation Priorities

Ä Relocation of bat colony ð

RafinesqueõsBig-Eared Bats 



Preservation Priorities

Ä Replacement of rotten sill 



Preservation Priorities 

Ä Preservation of ògraffitió in servantsõ quarters



Treatment and Interpretation

Phase I ðPreservation 

Ä Maintain and preserve 

all features with historic 

integrity, primarily the 

servantsõ quarters and its 

graffiti 

Ä Not available to 

public/visitor access

Ä Immediate, cost -

effective, and practical 
solution

Preservation work needed:

Ä Repair of rotten sill

Ä Repairs to exterior siding and 
repainting 

Ä Treatment for moisture and 
insect prevention

Ä Routine maintenance and 
vegetation control

Ä Ideally, exclusion of bat 
colony 

Ä Ideally, repair of windows 
and other entry points to 
better seal off interior space



Treatment and Interpretation

Phase II ðRehabilitation

Ä Adaptive reuse as a 

community 

center/education space 

and an exhibit space

Ä Public access road or trail 

to be built 

Ä Long -term plan with 
many phases and 

dependent on funding 

Cot found in lower level, labeled in red marker òservantó
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Front Entrance

Source: Brandon Coffey (2016)


