Poinsett State Park

Historic Preservation and Site

Interpretation Plan for the
Barn/Segregated Ser v an
Quarters

Kate Schoen

University of South Carolina Public History Program



Poinsett State Park o Wedgefield , Sumter
County, South Carolina

— A& 3¢
Dentsyile”

Fort Jacksor
Dalzl
"y 'Columbia
bia [P
Shav
Air Fo
Ba:
T Sumt
Fast
1deden o :
ak «
X -
A Fina wood
-sri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, NGA, EPA, USDA, NPS 3

USGS Historical Topographic Maps & Poinsett State Park



Purpose

Preservation plan -
Immediate and

long -term
preservation tasks
and goals

Interpretation of
the siteos
significance to the
architecture of

racial segregation

In South Carolina
State Parks




Segregation at Poinsett

oNegro Compady =
months at Poinsett Bt
A arrived September 1935

A reassigned November
1935

Poinsettds | ak§
point of contention for
Sumter s whit e
and the reinforcement of
segregation

Aerial View of Poinsett State Park Lake,
Open Parks Network



Integration at Poinsett

1940 o African American
community barred from
hosting picnic at Poinsett

Possible early challenge
to the legality of the
segregated parks system

oConfidentially, the negro

problem is one which

worries us quite a good

deal. Legally, we probably

have no right to keep them

off a public area but we

have been able to handle

the problem in the past by

a |1 ttle tactful
as a little bluff. o

Letter of R.A. Walker to Francis Marion
Dwight, 7 August 1940, Records of the
State Commission of Forestry, (SCDAH)
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Barn/Segregated S e r v aQuart®ers

' SERTANTS® QUARTERS CONSTRUCTZD THIS YRAR

(left): West and South Elevations

Affording accomodations for the first time to the
servant help in the park, these guarters were ocone
struoted {n the loft of the bdarm at the superin-

Soxdent's homo.
A gable was added to the structure to provide & porch

ad space for a stairwell. Five rooms were duilt in

what was the hay loft, whioh hald a six foot drop.
s, wator, avd a flue for ecoking were provided.

13
8 affords comfortadle guarters for servants in a
Place on the park grounds.

The tablo garden is o
“n'r:;'::o.::r;:‘:n: pu?:r this may bem seen in

1941 State Forestr y*»2 @ mmi S S i onﬂq:s“ I,“Report on
lowe. a e n
Summer Program 8 R hen An D e
This Year 6

Quarters Cpnstructed

ftusted in the

(right):

OServant 0s
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Preservation Priorities

Relocation of bat colony &
Raf i ne sBugEardd Bats
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Treatment and Interpretation

Phase | d Preservation

Maintain and preserve

Preservation work needed:

all features with historic

Integrity, primarily the
servant so
graffiti

Not available to
public/visitor access

Immediate, cost -
effective, and practical
solution

quart e.r

Repair of rotten sill

Repairs to exterior siding and
repainting

Beathdh & b LS
Treatment for moisture and
insect prevention

Routine maintenance and
vegetation control

Ideally, exclusion of bat
colony

|deally, repair of windows
and other entry points to
better seal off interior space



Treatment and Interpretation

Phase Il d Rehabilitation

Adaptive reuse as a
community
center/education space
and an exhibit space

Public access road or trall
to be built

Long -term plan with
many phases and
dependent on funding

Cot found I n | ower | evel, | abel ed i n r
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Front Entrance

Source BrandonCoffey (2016)




