
Lecture 2:  “The Early Settlement of Charles Town” 
Teacher Script 
 
Use the following information as a guide for teaching the “The Early Settlement of Charles 
Town” MS PowerPoint presentation. 
 

Slide 1: The Early Settlement of Charles Town 

A. Today we are going to be learning about how Charles Town was settled by English 

colonists in the seventeenth-century. 

 

Slide 2: The Lords Proprietors of Carolina – March 24, 1663 

A. King Charles II granted eight English lords a portion of North America that 

included  

“the present states of North and South Carolina, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Arkansas, a 
small part of Missouri, most of Oklahoma, Texas, New 
Mexico and Arizona, the southern half of California, the 
southern tip of Nevada, the northern part of Florida, and a 
slice of northern Mexico.”1  
 

B. These eight men were given absolute authority over the land, only answering to the 

king. 

C. They were to finance, profit from and rule the land with the help of a local 

government of their choosing. 

D. The Lords Proprietors: 

a. Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon  
b. George Monck, Duke of Albermarle  
c. William, Lord Craven (Earl of Craven) 
d. John Berkeley, Baron of Stratton 
e. Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury 
f. Sir George Carteret 
g. Sir William Berkeley  
h. Sir John Colleton 

 

Slide 3: The First Settlement – April 1670 

                                                            
1 “The Lords Proprietors of Carolina,” Charleston County Public Library, 
http://www.ccpl.org/content.asp?catID=6063 (accessed January 10, 2010). 



A. English colonists enter what is now Charleston Harbor on two ships: the Carolina 

and a nameless sloop. 

B. They landed on the western bank of what is now called the Ashley River and named 

the settlement Charles Town in honor of King Charles II of England 

C. This settlement is located at the present-day Charles Towne Landing State Historic 

Site.2 

 

Slide 4: An English Fort 

A. By the time Charles Town was settled, much of North America was controlled by 

the English. 

B. The Spanish, who had colonized Florida, proved to be more of a threat than the 

Native Americans living in the area. 

C. Therefore, the first settlement at Charles Town included several lines of palisaded 

fortifications for protection from siege by land and water. 

D. Because the colonists lived primarily within the small protected area, Charles Town 

had not yet developed into the major agricultural engine it would later become. 

E. By 1672, Charles Town consisted of 30 houses and 200 people.  In February of that 

same year, the colonists decided to move the settlement to a new location at what is 

now called White Point Gardens.  Within ten years, the new and permanent Charles 

Town included 100 houses.3 

 

Slide 5: Growth in Charles Town 

A. Charles Town’s streets were originally laid out in a grid pattern called the Grand 

Modell proposed by Hooke and Wren for London after the great fire of 1666. 

B. As the city grew and built more housing, commercial and public buildings, Charles 

Town developed into a busy center for trade by 1700.   

                                                            
2 Robert Rosen, A Short History of Charleston (San Francisco: Lexikos, 1982), 9. 
3 Rosen, A Short History of Charleston, 12. 



C. Charles Town’s population was estimated to be 1,000 to 1,200 in 1690.  This made 

Charles Town the fifth largest city in America by 1690 behind New York (then called 

New Amsterdam); Boston; Newport; and Philadelphia.4  

D. From the beginning, Charles Town was a city diverse in its population.  Groups 

settling in early Charles Town included: English, Huguenots (French Protestants), 

Irish, and both planters and slaves from Barbados. 

E. Charles Town was heavily influenced by those coming from Barbados.  The city 

copied its judicial system and first slave code from examples in Barbados.5 

 

Slide 6: Pirates! 

A. Pirates were a “constant menace” to Charles Town from the beginning. 

B. In 1717, the British government took a stricter approach and drove most pirates out 

of the area. 

C. One of Charles Town’s most famous pirates was Stede Bonnet, known as the 

“Gentleman Pirate” because he was highly educated and owned a successful sugar 

plantation in Barbados.  In 1718, he and his men came under fire from Colonel 

William Rhett’s ships in Cape Fear, North Carolina where he was hiding.  Brough to 

Charles Town, he temporarily escaped by dressing as a woman and taking refuge on 

Sullivan’s Island where he was later captured.  Bonnet, along with 49 other pirates, 

were hanged at White Point during the year 1718.6 

 

Slide 7: Beyond the Walled City – Urban Life 

A. Beyond the fortified walls of Charles Town, landowners who were given large tracts 

of land or acquired them over the years, built up real estate and plantations along the 

upper part of the peninsula. 

                                                            
4 Rosen, A Short History of Charleston, 13.  
5 Rosen, A Short History of Charleston, 15. 
6 Rosen, A Short History of Charleston, 16. 
 



B. Pre-Revolutionary War suburbs include: Ansonborough, Rhettsbury, Middlesex, the 

Glebe Lands and Harleston Village.  They were located to the north and west of the 

Walled City. 

C. After the Revolution, the city was incorporated in 1783, changing its name from 

Charles Town to Charleston.7  

D. While suburbs continued to develop around the city, planters were also developing 

the colony’s agriculture along the Ashley and Cooper Rivers. 

E. However, even though the south is often known for its planter culture, the first great 

fortunes of Charleston were built up by merchants. 

F. The height of economic success for Charleston’s merchants and traders lasted from 

around the 1730s to the 1820s.8  This is often referred to as Charleston’s “Golden 

Age.” 

G. Charleston’s port played a major role in encouraging economic growth in the city.  

The city traded a great deal with English cities. 

H. Charleston’s earliest exports consisted of items bartered by Indian traders including: 

cloth, beads, and hatchets for deerskins. 

I. Deerskins and beaver skins were the first major export for the city.  Other exports 

included: Indian captives to be sold as slaves in the West Indies, naval stores 

(lumber, pitch, tar staves). 

J. Merchants were purchasing slaves from the West Indies and Africa as well as sugar 

and rum.9 

 

Slide 8: Beyond the Walled City – Plantation Life 

A. Citizens of Charleston constantly looked to England for the latest in style.  One way 

in which Charlestonians mimicked the English was by developing a strong planter 

class.  As one historian has noted, “The great merchants eventually became great 

                                                            
7 Marguerite Courturier Steedman, “How the city grew,” Charleston County Public Library, 
http://www.ccpl.org/content.asp?name=Site&catID=6062&parentID=6046 (accessed January 10, 2010). 
8 Rosen, A Short History of Charleston, 21. 
9 Rosen, A Short History of Charleston, 23. 



planters, for the ideal both in 18th century England and America was the English 

country gentleman.”10 

B. The growth of rice as a crop and the steady availability of African slave labor helped 

Charleston make the transition a planter-dominated society. 

C. The rice planters of South Carolina became the wealthiest people in the American 

colonies. 

D. In addition to rice, indigo became a large export for Charleston. 

E. The following are examples from the hundreds of successful plantations located in 

the Lowcountry dating from the colonial era: Middleton Place, Drayton Hall, 

Accabee on the Ashley River, Laurens’ Mepkin on the Cooper River, Charles 

Pinckney’s Snee Far in Christ Church parish, Garden’s Ontranto on Goose Creek, 

Manigaults’ the Oaks, Edward Fenwick’s Fenwick Hall on John’s Island. 

F. The plantations were located along creeks and rivers to provide a ready mode of 

transportation for sending the goods and crops to Charleston. 

G. In addition to often having large plantation homes, wealthy planters also had homes 

within Charleston’s urban center.11 

H. Even though this map (A. T. S. Stoney, “Map showing the Plantations along the 

Cooper River as they were in the year 1842” Day on Cooper River by Dr. John Irving, 

1852) is from the mid-nineteenth century, it shows how plantations followed the 

waterways; in this case, the Cooper River.  

 

Slide 9: What was it like to live in colonial Charleston? 

A. Mulberry Plantation; Built circa 1714 by Thomas Broughton 

a. Located on the Western branch of the Cooper River, Moncks Corner, St 

John's Berkeley Parish, Berkeley County 

B. South Adger’s Wharf, downtown Charleston. 

C. At this point, refer back to the lesson plan to explain to the students what their 

assignment will be for the day. 
                                                            
10 Rosen, A Short History of Charleston, 23. 
11 Rosen, A Short History of Charleston, 25. 


