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Lowman Hall was constructed in 1917 as a men's dormitory. The building was designed by 
Miller F. Whitaker, a pioneer African American architect in South Carolina, and was con-
structed by students under Whitaker's supervision. Whitaker served as professor, campus archi-
tect, and later the College's third president (1932-1949). The building remains the oldest, in-
tact building on the campus of South Carolina State University. Lowman Hall is listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. 
The University utilized a Historically Black Colleges & Universities Grant from the National Park 
Service to rehabilitate the long vacant building into use as administrative offices. The project 
overcame many design challenges, ultimately retaining the double-loaded corridor plan,  
restoring original plaster, wood floors, wainscoting, windows, and portico's and balconies, 
while providing updated lighting and handicapped accessibility. The rehabilitation project was  
reviewed under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act in partnership with the 
National Park Service, and under the State Owned or Leased Historic Properties Act.  
 
Original Use:   Educational/Dormitory 
Current Use:   Educational/University Offices 
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