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The Problem

Google “Richland County SC cemeteries” and you’ll 
get over 1,000,000 hits

Lots of websites, but information typically incomplete, often 
wrong

No authority, no way of checking

Developments proceed with no means of checking 
for cemeteries

Common refrain, “Oh, I didn’t know there was a cemetery 
here!”

Few Richland County developments receive any sort of 
archaeological study (and archaeologists aren’t necessarily 
good at finding cemeteries).

2

Chicora Foundation, Inc.



Website Examples
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Why Are Cemeteries 
Important?
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Sacred Sites – Containing Human Remains
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Artistic Sites – Outdoor Museums
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Archival Sites – Storehouses of Genealogical 
Information
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Scenic Landscapes and Open Spaces
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Time Period & Funding

Project began July 2012

Project completed March 2013

County has provided $38,927

Chicora obligated to provide at least $7,785. To date 
we have provided $10,230.

We hope this is the first phase of a two phase project.
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What were the Goals of the Project?

Identify cemeteries and associate them with tax 
parcel

Help descendants and other researchers locate 
cemeteries

There is currently no means to locate cemeteries

Help developers know if there is a cemetery on a 
proposed development tract

This helps ensure cemeteries will be preserved
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Project Seeks to Avoid This:
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And This:
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What this Project was NOT

We did not visit individual cemeteries

We did not collect transcriptions

We did not photograph cemeteries

We did not conduct detailed historic research on 
cemeteries
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What this Project DID Accomplish

We collected various cemetery sources, such as
On-line cemetery lists

SCGenWeb

SCGS SC Cemetery GPS Project

FamilySearch

Find A Grave

Genealogy Trails

USGW Tombstone Transcription Project

AHGP SC Cemetery Transcription and Photography Project

and others
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What this Project DID Accomplish, cont.

Various unpublished lists
Vernon Kirkpatrick

Richland County

Various publications
Columbia Chapter SCGS, Cemetery Records of Richland County

Rakes, Cemeteries of Northern Richland County

Vaughn,  African American Cemeteries of Richland County

Plats at the Richland County Register of Deeds through 1959

SC Institute of Archaeology & Anthropology site files

War Department, USGS, and Soil Conservation Survey maps
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What this Project DID Accomplish, cont.

A few historic sources, such as
Green, A History of Richland County

WPA Church Records

SCDAH Combined Alphabetic Index

Aerial photographs to 1939 (earliest available)

Appeal to various organizations, including
SCGS, Columbia Chapter

SCGS, Dutch Fork Chapter

Blythewood Historical Society

Historic Columbia Foundation

Richland County licensed funeral directors and embalmers
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What this Project DID Accomplish, cont.

Widespread appeal through 
the media, including

The State

The Free Times

The Columbia Star

WIS TV

WOLO TV

WLTX TV

WRLK TV

SC Wildlife
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What this Project DID Accomplish, cont.

We were searching not only for extant cemeteries, 
but also those destroyed or those moved

Destroyed and moved cemeteries important to descendants 
and future researchers

Moved cemeteries are NOT tracked by any South Carolina 
agency

Destroyed cemeteries provide a clue regarding effectiveness of 
SC laws and their enforcement

We included scattering gardens and columbariums 
since they contain human remains
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This produced over 2,000 named cemeteries in 
Richland County (LOTS of duplication)

Next step was to weed through the information
Matching obviously identical cemeteries

Eliminating obviously incorrect information

Preparing a list of probable duplications

This got the list down to about 650 cemeteries

Chicora Foundation, Inc.
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What this Project DID Accomplish, cont.

We began locating cemeteries using the best 
available information/directions, relying on:

Google Street View

Google Earth

USGS topographic maps

Richland County GIS

For each cemetery we required good coordinates and 
we had to be able to identify the tax map parcel
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Results (for Phase 1)

400 cemeteries with good locations

63 cemeteries with approximate locations

92 cemeteries with no locations

The 463 cemeteries identified are about 1 cemetery 
every 1.6 mi²

The 555 cemeteries identified are about 1 cemetery 
every 1.4 mi²
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How Does this Compare?

Richland County SCDAH architectural survey 
produced 73 cemeteries – or 1 every 10.4 mi²

Horry County – 201 cemeteries over 4 years (1 
cemetery every 5.6 mi²)

Richland County has obtained a very large inventory 
very cost effectively.
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Problem: Poor Directions

Huffman Family Cemetery: at intersection of I-20 & 
76, 1 mile N of Dutch Square Shopping Center

Remember, each cemetery must be precisely located to parcel!
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Problem: Poor Directions, cont.

Bellaire Plantation: off Zeigler Rd, ½ mi west of Old 
Eastover Rd, 2 mi from Eastover
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Problem: Poorly Defined Coordinates

Lat/Long needs to be specified as 
DºM’S’’

DºM.M’

D.Dº

80 45 15 could be either of first two!

Any coordinate system needs to have datum 
identified as

NAD27

NAD83/WGS84 
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What a Difference it Makes!

Comparison of same coordinates using NAD27 and 
NAD83/WGS84
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Problem: Insufficient Research

Many lists have the same cemetery entered multiple 
times under different names, for example: 

Dowdy Family Cemetery – Dowdy Cemetery, McLeod 
Cemetery, unnamed cemetery
Kelly Family Cemetery – Kelly Cemetery #2, Kelly-Hartwell 
Cemetery, Kelly-Harwell Cemetery, Devereux Cemetery,  
Marsh Cemetery, unnamed cemetery
Lynch-Thomas-Taylor Graves – Thomas Cemetery, Thomas-
Lynch Cemetery, unnamed cemetery

Incestuous research with researcher repeating 
directions and inscriptions, without actually visiting 
cemetery
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Final Product – for Current Phase

Final product for Phase 1 
Report with methods, sources used, and recommendations

Report includes Excell spreadsheet with cemeteries, similar to 
this:

CG 10 Zion Benevolent Baptis t 
Church Cemetery

201 Meeting House  Rd, Hopkins  
[end of Meeting House  Ct, W of 
Cedar Creek]

V‐81VEK‐275 & 
450; SCGS notes  
129; Plat N‐86; 
Topo H‐1948, CG‐
1953, 1972; 
RCGIS, RC, B, J

New Zion Benevolent 
Baptis t Church & 
cemetery; Zion Church & 
cemetery; Benevolent 
Church & cemetery

R27500‐02‐08 516450E / 
3749869N

TOPO ID# Name Street Address Other Reference Other Name Tax Map # UTM
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Final Product for Current Phase, cont.

Set of scanned USGS topographic maps showing cemetery 
locations, such as this:

Chicora Foundation, Inc.
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Phase 2 (We Hope)

Each located cemetery will be visited
To confirm locations and coordinates

T0 confirm condition, size

To collect additional information

Each unlocatable cemetery will be further 
investigated in an effort to locate the cemetery

Additional cemetery locations will continue to be 
solicited.
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Form for Individual Cemetery Recordation

Critical locational
information

Critical planning 
information

Critical maintenance 
information

Initial information 
regarding significance

1-2 photographs to 
document cemetery at 
time of visit
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Recommendations to Richland County

Provide maintenance of truly abandoned cemeteries

Prevent additional burials in abandoned cemeteries

Implement a review of the cemetery GIS layer as a standard part of the 
planning process

Require developers to:
Establish boundaries using appropriate archaeological techniques

Verify boundaries established by land surveyors

Develop a detailed inventory of all cemetery features

Establish a 25-foot buffer

Draw lot lines in a manner to foster preservation

Set aside funds for long-term care

Establish additional legal protection for cemeteries

Limit creation of new family cemeteries
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Recommendations to South Carolina

Require DHEC to track – and make public –
cemetery and burial relocations

Require DHEC to incorporate permitting for 
cemetery relocations under Section 27-43-10 et seq. 

Require disinterments of burials over 50 years old 
and not in sealed vaults to be conducted by 
professional archaeologists, with assistance of 
funeral director
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Recommendations to Other Communities, I

Cemeteries are a growing problem – act now or anticipate 
more vandalism, more “finds” during construction, and 
more destruction

What level of effort will be sufficient?

Select the right person or group for the work

Anticipate problems we encountered – and budget for them
Poor previous directions/locations

Many cemeteries with same name

Locational information with no explanation

Phasing seems appropriate
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Recommendations to Other Communities, II

Have a plan

Have a means of disseminating information to the 
public – GIS isn’t sufficient

Be proactive – like Richland County.

Don’t be reactive – like the City of Columbia.
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