
The Recent PastThe Recent Past

““Things are more like Things are more like 
they are now than they are now than 

they ever were they ever were 
before.before.””



The Recent PastThe Recent Past

•• Perceptions of the recent pastPerceptions of the recent past

•• The 50 year ruleThe 50 year rule

•• When you think of the recent When you think of the recent 
past, think of the notpast, think of the not--soso--distant distant 
future future 



Disappearing ResourcesDisappearing Resources

Then





Concepts & Motifs in the recent pastConcepts & Motifs in the recent past 
(The past that came from the future!)(The past that came from the future!)

•• De De StijlStijl and Modernismand Modernism

•• Henry Ford, Architect and Henry Ford, Architect and 
““Automobile ScaleAutomobile Scale””

•• Space is the PlaceSpace is the Place

•• She She BuildedBuilded Me With Science Me With Science 
(materials and technologies)(materials and technologies)

•• Shock value & Stock valueShock value & Stock value



De De StijlStijl and Modernismand Modernism



The AutomobileThe Automobile



Space is the Place!Space is the Place!





TechnologyTechnology



$$hock Valuehock Value



The Recent PastThe Recent Past——Areas of Areas of 
Particular InterestParticular Interest

•• General Commercial ArchitectureGeneral Commercial Architecture
–– The evolution of The evolution of 

corporate/commercial architecturecorporate/commercial architecture
•• Schools and Civic BuildingsSchools and Civic Buildings
•• TourismTourism--Related ResourcesRelated Resources
•• SignageSignage
•• Civil RightsCivil Rights
•• Cold WarCold War



General CommercialGeneral Commercial



Evolution of Corporate Evolution of Corporate 
Commercial ArchitectureCommercial Architecture



SchoolsSchools



Civic BuildingsCivic Buildings



TourismTourism



SignageSignage



Civil RightsCivil Rights



Cold WarCold War



The Ranch The Ranch 
DilemmaDilemma

•• Post WW II Housing Post WW II Housing 
Boom and LevittownBoom and Levittown

•• SHPOSHPO’’s Current s Current 
Position on Ranch Position on Ranch 
ResourcesResources
–– Significant ExamplesSignificant Examples
–– Concentrations, Concentrations, 

Districts and the Districts and the 
Exemplification of Exemplification of 
Social TrendsSocial Trends

–– When will SHPOWhen will SHPO’’s s 
position change?position change?
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