
SOUTH CAROLINA’S RAILROAD HERITAGE:  
 WHAT’S GONE, WHAT’S STILL HERE 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stockholders special, 1/15/1831, cannon, 3 Citadel cadets, 2 cars for stockholder and wives.  From Line St. to Dorchester Rd.Fetters, Charleston and Hamburg, p. 281st U. S. built locomotive to go into scheduled passenger service on Dec. 25, 1830.  Trip was 6 miles.The Charleston Courier wrote: “The one hundred and forty-one persons flew on the wings of wind at the speed of fifteen to twenty-five miles per hour, annihilating time and space…leaving all the world behind. On the return…darted forth like a live rocket, scattering sparks and flames on either side…and landed us all safe at the Lines before any of us had time to determine whether or not it was prudent to be scared.” 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 June 17, 1831 The Best Friend exploded, killing the fireman.  1st railroad fatality.  Parts were salvaged and built the Phoenix.Fetters, Charleston & Hamburg, p. 34.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locomotive South Carolina, built 1832, first articulated locomotive in U.S. in service.  Cost $5,000 ($113,000 in 20013 dollars).  Designed by Horatio Allen, chief engineer 1829-1835.  Built by the West Point Foundry for $5,000. Fetters, p. 37-38.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SCRR first to carry U.S. Mail  On Nov. 30. 1831 mail was carried from Line St. to 12 mile house where it was transferred to mail stages.  Fetters, Charleston & Hamburg, p. 36.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Route of the Charleston and Hamburg. October 2, 1833—136 miles longest railroad in the world at that  time.RR Directors envisioned hauling ½ of the 180,000 bales of cotton going down the Savannah RiverPlanned to have 18 locomotives, 108 freight cars and 12 passenger cars.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Branchville Depot  Branchville was the first railroad junction in the United States, 1836.  Fetters, Charleston & Hamburg, p. 77.



South Carolina Railroad Mileage 
 

       1840     153 miles 
1860     985 

1880     1,500 
1900     3,065 
1920     3,950 
1940     3,650 
1960     3,530 
1980     3,075 

               2007     2,404 (-1,546) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1920 was the peak of railroad mileage in the state.  By 1840 the highway system was beginning to develop and cars and trucks took over some of the railroad business.  The Interstate highway system that began in the late 1950’s virtually killed the passenger business on the major railroads leading to the creation of Amtrak in 1971 to keep rail service in some areas.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SC Railroads, 1920 3,950 miles of track.  During the peak of railroads there were over 100 depots/stations in the state (ACL 190, Southern 96, SAL 20.  (# from counting maps in Gilbert book).  http://www.carolana.com/SC/Transportation/railroads/sc_railroads_1920.html



Presenter
Presentation Notes
South Carolina Railroad mileage, 2007  2,404http://www.carolana.com/SC/Transportation/railroads/sc_railroads_2007.html



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last Southern passenger train (Carolina Special) to Asheville on December5, 1968, this was the end of intrastate service in SC.  Service to Charleston ended in 1962.  In 1951 Columbia had 25 passenger trains, 86 intercity buses and 16 airline flights.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cathedral Aisle trail in Hitchcock Woods in Aiken—original roadbed of SC Railroad.What happened to the track that was taken out of service?  Much of it has just disappeared.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rockton & Rion just west of Kennedy’s Crossing about 2010—all overgrown—note the rail in the bottom left center of the photo.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Seabrook





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Port Royal RR.  Last track coming up?  2011



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Port Royal RR before track removed



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Port Royal RR a little wet.  This track was taken up about 2014 to make way for a rails to trail that only happened on part of the 25 miles of track between Beaufort and Yemassee.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SAL trestle over Blossom Street was built in the early 20th century and torn down by the city in the 1980’s.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SAL trestle—this photo taken right about where the Colonial Center is located.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Seaboard Train Station, Columbia, 1904.  Blue Marlin Restaurant.Partially burned in 1990’s and rebuilt.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SAL Traffic stop sign used at station on Gervais Street



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SAL tunnel on Lincoln Street. Blue Marlin restaurant to right of photo.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Entry to tunnel leading north from SAL station (now Blue Marlin) ca. 1917 (Waldo photo)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Piedmont & Northern in SC.  1912 to 1969, became diesel in 1964– some of track currently CSX.   P&N was the only electric interurban railroad in South Carolina.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Typical P&N passenger consist



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lanes, SC early 20th century.  Not dress and people waiting for a train or two.  Not still there?  In a small town the train depot was a hotspot of activity—passengers, freight, packages, mail and newspapers.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
ACL has 190 + - stations on this map.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Camden Depot, ca 1850 from drawing in Best Friend Museum



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tower Depot built in 1850.  Train backed in—most inconvenient, in 1852 converted to a freight depot. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Camden Depot, 1977



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Camden Depot, 2007



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Camden Depot, 2016



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deans Warehouse aerial 2016, built 1856



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deans Warehouse, 2016, built 1856 now Visitors Center



Presenter
Presentation Notes
South Carolina Railroad Warehouse, built 1857, now a music venue.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Union Station, Columbia, 1902, Frank Milburn.  Southern and Atlantic Coast Line StationIn 1900 Columbia had 144 scheduled trains each day and 74 of these were passenger trains (Montgomery, Columbia, p. 97)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assembly Street bridge over Southern Railroad tracks at Union Station.  Torn down in 1957.Montgomerey, p. 132



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cowpens Depot, now a museum



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cowpens Depot after being moved 1 block, note the handicapped accessible ramp that had to be added.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Freight depot in Aiken ca 1960 as a dry cleaners and laundry. Today it has been moved and houses a Farmers’ Market. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lockhart in the 1960’s being used as an American Legion post.  No longer extant.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dillon after 1970 (Amtrak sign) and M-19 motorcar.  Still there and in use by Amtrak



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the Fairmont M-19 motorcar.  More on preservation of rolling stock, etc. later.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dillon, SC Still extant and an active Amtrak station



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ulmers, SC 1965 photo.  No longer extant. Gilbert photo, p. 33.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ulmers, SC  note sign over door “colored intrastate”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ashepoo. SC ca 1934 Gilbert, SC RR Stations



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Freight depot Ashepoo between Charleston & Savannah



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Edgefield, early 20th century.  The depot was torn down about 1975 and is now a parking lot for Piedmont Tech (Bettis Rainsford). 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kingville, SC  early 20th century.  No longer extant and no sign of it in the area.  
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Presentation Notes
Kingville historic marker



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Columbia round house, ca 1917 (Waldo photos)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Columbia maintenance facility, ca 1917 (Waldo photo)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Charlotte, Columbia & Augusta station and Columbia round house and maintenance facility, ca 1872.
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Presentation Notes
Line Street Car and Carpenter Shops, 1977,  constructed 1857



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Survey crew passing water tank at Ballentine ca 1917 (Waldo photo)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
#712 at Rion water tank, ca 1965
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Presentation Notes
Rion water tank, 2016



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Coaling station on SAL, ca 1917 (Waldo Photo)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Built at Hayne Shop, the car end straightener is a valuable piece of equipment.  Ca 1917 (Waldo photo)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Camden Junction, ca 1917 (Waldo photo) note motorcar and diamond.  12 miles NE of Kingville.  Renamed Foxville.   
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Presentation Notes
Track Elevation Compensator Lift, Conway, SC ca 1928



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Location of track compensator lift



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This large house owned by the Blue Ridge Railway was set apart for the railroad’s agent in Pendleton reflected the importance of the railroad official who lived in it with his family. 
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Presentation Notes
Green Pond, 1964, Gilbert, SC RR Stations p. 17
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Presentation Notes
Branchville exhibit, SCRM



Presenter
Presentation Notes
3157 in Washington Union Station in 1949



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lake Rion in 2010 at Rockton



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Norfolk from post card



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Southern XC-5 at the Rockton, Rion & Western
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Presentation Notes
ACL Velocipede



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Henry A. Stone, Sr.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Velocipede beside building.They are very scarce since they were only made from the 1870’s to about 1910.  Shortly after 1910 railroads began using motorized cars and these were put in a storage shed somewhere and often lost.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Best Friend in its new home in Charleston next to the Visitors Center



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sign for Hub City Railroad Museum in Spartanburg.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exhibit at Hub City



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1947 caboose at Hub City museum



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rockton & Rion #19 at the Railroad Historical Center in Greenwood, a component of The Museum in Greenwood.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
P&N executive car and caboose at Greenwood.  Also have a coach from P&N.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
RR&W Santa train



Presenter
Presentation Notes
#126 approaching Rockton with 2 cars



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gallery 2015 after renovation
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