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Treatment of Stone and Iron
Condition Assessments
Preservation Plans
Historical Research
Identification of Graves
Mapping Cemeteries

Check us out at www.chicora.org/cemeterypreservation.html
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http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/preserve/preserve_standards.ht
m
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May  include:
Inventory of stones
History
Mapping

But these features 
are critical:
Current conditions & 
long‐term needs
Priorities & funding
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Sometimes called a “Cultural Landscape 
Evaluation”
Topography
Land uses
Spatial relationships
Views
Landscape Dividers
Vegetation itself
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Access and circulation
Condition of historic features
Roadways and curbs
Drainage
Pedestrian access, sidewalks, pathways
Universal access
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Access and Circulation
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Condition of Historic Features
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Roadways and Curbs
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Drainage
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Pedestrian Access, Sidewalks, Pathways
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Universal Access

23Chicora Foundation, Inc ‐ www.chicora.org



Vandalism

Cemetery lighting

Hardening targets

Homelessness & other inappropriate uses
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Vandalism
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Lighting
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Hardening Targets
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Homelessness and Other Inappropriate Uses
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Graffiti 
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Cemetery buildings

Plot fences

Lot amenities
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Cemetery Buildings
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Plot Fences
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Lot Amenities
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Trees

Turfgrass

Shrubbery

Other landscape issues
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Trees
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Turfgrass
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Improper Mowing and Trimming
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Damage to Stones
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Shrubbery 
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Inappropriate plot coverings
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Inappropriate Herbicide Use
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Pest Problems
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Erosion 
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Trees in the Wrong Places
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Volunteer Growth
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Existing rules

Flowers and grave decorations

Signage

Maintenance facilities

Lost stones

Other issues
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Establish and Post Rules

www.chicora.org 47

Other Rules for 
Consideration
Jogging, athletic 
games
Prohibition of 
skates, bikes, 
skateboards
Proper conduct 
(no loud noise)
Littering
Cutting 
flowers/plants

Critical Rules
Hours
No gravestone 
rubbing
Do not sit or 
lean on tombs 
or gravestones
No alcoholic 
beverages
No dogs 
allowed



Flowers and Grave Decorations
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Signage
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Maintenance Facilities
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Lost or Orphan Stones
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Boundary Fences
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Vaults and Mausoleums 
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Trash 
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Monuments
Structures
Walls
Fences

Condition
Appropriate 
conservation 
approaches
Priorities
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People
mower damage
vandalism
carelessness

Nature
acid rain/pollutants
wetting/drying cycles
salts 
freeze/thaw
inherent vice of some stone
other issues
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People
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People and bad decisions
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Nature

Does your

 

cemetery have a disaster plan?
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Inherent Vice
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Broken
Tilted
Loose or displaced
Ferrous pins
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Broken
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Tilted – endangering the stone and visitors
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Loose or Displaced
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Ferrous Pins
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Technical
1 – hazardous to itself, other stones, people
2 – unstable deterioration, needs immediate 
attention

3 – ongoing deterioration, treat 2‐5 years
4 – reinspect in 5 years
5 – not repairable using available technology
Artistic, historic, visually prominent, 
important to community
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Technical Priority 1 – Hazardous to itself and visitors
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Technical Priority 2 – Unstable Deterioration
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Technical Priority 3 – On‐going Deterioration
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Technical Priority 4 – Reinspect in 5‐10 years 
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Technical Priority 5 – Not Repairable
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Expect the owning group to fulfill its 
responsibility
Think locally 
Descendants
Local foundations, businesses

Explore other options
NPS Survey & Planning Grants
National Trust grants
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