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Major Mitigation Project Tasks
Eric Poplin

e Archival Research/NRHP Nomination
e Terrestrial Archaeology

* Intertidal Archaeology

 Underwater Archaeology

e Topographic Mapping
* Public Outreach




Combahee Ferry Historic District
Determined eligible by Keeper in January 2012

Resources

Ferry site (38BU1216) Sunken vessel (38CN256)
Battery (38BU1217) Fortification (38CN257)
Cemetery (38BU1218) Bridge (551 0287)*

Rifle trench (38BU1884) Rice fields (551 0441)

Rifle trench (38BU1885 ) Causeway (551 1475)
Submerged scatter (38BU2137)* Charleston-Port Royal Rd (5011)
Submerged scatter (38BU2138) Rice fields (5012)

Submerged scatter (38CN19) Water control structure (5012.1)
Submerged scatter (38CN255) Combahee River

*Non-contributing




Archival Research

* Supported NRHP Nomination
e Supported archaeological interpretations in report
* Supporting public information components

Crossing the Combahee
Mitigation of the Combahee Ferry
Historic District

Brockingfcor!




Combahee Ferry Site 38BU1216

Nemours Wildlif_e
Foundation
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Underway

Excavations




38BU1216 - Area A

Soil Feature
Cultural
1 Moncultural
Lnit
3 Survey
1 Data Recovery
B Feature Excavation

Shallow Ditches




38BU1216 - Area B

Demolition Pits




38BU1216 - Area E
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Refuse Pits (1825-1840)
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Lafayette Plate (1825-1836)




Area F
Plan of Pier and




Combahee Ferry Site 38BU1216

Nemours Wildlife Foundation

Nemours Wildlife Foundation




Sunken Vessel

Side-scan Sonar Image

Diver’s Sketch







Public Information Components
Carol Poplin




The Process

* Advisory Committee
* Established by SHPO

* Included local, state and federal government
reps; preservation groups; concerned citizens

* Interpretive Themes
* Product Recommendations

* Product Development




Theme 1. South Carolina’s Transportation
Network

Connecting a Colony: The King’s Highway from Charleston to

Beaufort

Waterways and Byways: moving people and products

The Role of Ferries in the Lowcountry

All Things Shall Pass: how the natural landscape shaped

historical events at Combahee Ferry




Theme 2. The Revolutionary and Civil Wars

Bottlenecks and Bridges: moving troops through the

Lowcountry

* Confederate Fortifications at Combahee Ferry: Pickets,

Pontoons, and Batteries

 Fire and Freedom: Harriet Tubman and the Combahee
River Raid

* Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad




Theme 3. Rice Plantations in the ACE Basin

Power and Privilege: plantations along the Combahee

* Harnessing the Tides: tidal rice culture along the Combahee

Forced to Labor: African American lifeways

Old Rice Fields: remnants of the past in the modern

landscape
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CFHD Interpretive Products

Goal: create an integrated multimedia presentation

* Traveling Exhibit

* Double-sided onsite kiosk
* Web site

* Historical Marker




Traveling Exhibition

Goals: Reach a broad audience;
Encompass all of our primary themes

ROSENWALD

. SCHOOLS
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HISTORIC DISTRICT

Bridging the Past & Present
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The
COMIBAIRIEIE IFIBIRIRY
HISTORIC DISTRICT

A Crossing to Freedom

The Combahee River Raid




Outdoor Kiosk

Goals: Connect with the landscape;
Showcase the Combahee River Raid




The
S OMUB/ASIEE BIBIRIRY
HISTORIC DISTRICT

Connections Past and Present
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Website

Goals: Create an opportunity to visit the District;
Tell the rest of the story;
See artifacts recovered from the site;
Access the reports
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Taverns & Travel Rice Plantations

Roads & Ferries

The
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Military Actions
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As the Carolina Colony expanded from Charleston ta
points south, the General Assembly authorized
construction of a road from the Edisto River to Port
Royal Island to provide for *more easy conjunction of
the forces of this colony in times of war and danger,
and for convenience of business and commerce.” The
1711 act appointed five commissioners {o oversee the
construction and maintenance of the road. The King's
Highway was under construction at this time as well.
Eventually a connected road would run from Boston to
Charleston to Beaufort to Savannah.

The 1711 act also authorized the establishment of

ferries along the new road. South Carolinians relied on
ferries to get them over the many waterways that
crisscrossed the state, particularly here in the
Lowcountry. Combahee Ferry was established by
1711. By 1825 there were 107 ferries in South
Carolina. After the Civil War, ferries began to lose their
importance as railroads expanded across the state. In
1898, the state government ceased to regulate ferries.
By the early 20th century ferries all but ceased to
operate in the state.

In 1741 the South Carolina Common House of
Assembly authorized construction of a bridge over the

Combahee River arguing it was necessary for *.__the
security of the southern parts of this Province, as well
as to the convenience of travels passing this way.” The
bridge fell into serious disrepair by 1754 and had
collapsed completely by 1766. In the late 1800s,
railroads provided the initial impetus for large-scale
bridge building. This was soon followed by the
demand for roads and bridges to accommodate new
autormobile traffic. The first permanent bridge over the
Combahee River was constructed in 1927,




on d’etre of the
 public
rich diversity

ameson 1997




Acknowledgements

SC Department of Transportation
SC State Historic Preservation Office
Federal Highway Administration
Beaufort County

Colleton County

Nemours Wildlife Foundation
Archaeology Advisory Cmte
Public Information Advisory Cmte |

O HARRIET TUBMA |




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43

