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•Archival Research/NRHP Nomination
•Terrestrial Archaeology
•Intertidal Archaeology
•Underwater Archaeology
•Topographic Mapping
•Public Outreach



Ferry site  38BU1216 Sunken vessel  38CN256
Battery   38BU1217 Fortification  38CN257
Cemetery   38BU1218 Bridge  551 0287 *
Rifle trench   38BU1884 Rice fields   551 0441
Rifle trench   38BU1885  Causeway  551 1475 
Submerged scatter   38BU2137 * Charleston‐Port Royal Rd  5011
Submerged scatter   38BU2138 Rice fields   5012
Submerged scatter   38CN19 Water control structure  5012.1
Submerged scatter   38CN255 Combahee River

*Non‐contributing

Determined eligible by Keeper in January  2012



• Supported NRHP Nomination

• Supported archaeological interpretations in report

• Supporting public information components



H

New ROW

New ROW
A

B

E

D
C

Beaufort 
County

Nemours Wildlife 
Foundation

Nemours Wildlife 
Foundation





Shallow Ditches

Posts



Ditches

Demolition Pits



Privy

Refuse Pits



Refuse Pits (1825-1840)



Privy 

(1830-1845?)





Pier

Area F
Plan of Pier and 
Wharf Remnants



H

New ROW

New ROW
A

B

E

D
C

Beaufort 
County

Nemours Wildlife Foundation

Nemours Wildlife Foundation



Side-scan Sonar Image

Diver’s Sketch





Public Information Components
Carol Poplin



• Advisory Committee
• Established by SHPO
• Included local, state and federal government 

reps; preservation groups; concerned citizens

• Interpretive Themes
• Product Recommendations
• Product Development



Theme 1.  Theme 1.  South CarolinaSouth Carolina’’s Transportation s Transportation 
Network Network 

• Connecting a Colony: The King’s Highway from Charleston to 

Beaufort

• Waterways and Byways: moving people and products

• The Role of Ferries in the Lowcountry

• All Things Shall Pass: how the natural landscape shaped 

historical events at Combahee Ferry 



Theme 2.  Theme 2.  The Revolutionary and Civil WarsThe Revolutionary and Civil Wars

• Bottlenecks and Bridges: moving troops through the 

Lowcountry

• Confederate Fortifications at Combahee Ferry: Pickets, 

Pontoons, and Batteries

• Fire and Freedom: Harriet Tubman and the Combahee 

River Raid

• Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad



Theme 3. Theme 3. Rice Plantations in the ACE Basin  Rice Plantations in the ACE Basin  

• Power and Privilege: plantations along the Combahee

• Harnessing the Tides: tidal rice culture along the Combahee

• Forced to Labor: African American lifeways

• Old Rice Fields: remnants of the past in the modern 

landscape 



Theme 4.  Local Economic Institutions  

• Gossip and Grub: the role of early public houses

• Archaeology at Combahee Ferry: looking for the 

Combahee Ferry tavern 



• Traveling Exhibit
• Double-sided onsite kiosk
• Web site
• Historical Marker

Goal: create an integrated multimedia presentation



Traveling Exhibition
Goals: Reach a broad audience; 

Encompass all of our primary themes







Outdoor Kiosk

Goals: Connect with the landscape;
Showcase the Combahee River Raid 







Website

Goals: Create an opportunity to visit the District;
Tell the rest of the story;
See artifacts recovered from the site;
Access the reports







The “ultimate purpose and the raison d’etre of the 
compliance process …

 
is to provide public 

enjoyment and appreciation of the rich diversity 
of past human experience.”

Jameson 1997



• SC Department of Transportation
• SC State Historic Preservation Office
• Federal Highway Administration
• Beaufort County
• Colleton County
• Nemours Wildlife Foundation
• Archaeology Advisory Cmte
• Public Information Advisory Cmte
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